disappeared as quickly. The average shots were between 50 and 192 yards validated by the range
ﬁnders we camed Bill Hltchcock scored a magnificent one shot kill at 192 yards with a Sako 75
- in 270. Tom Pavelko managed to take a second Javie
with a well placed short shot using his “old saddle ring
30-30” for which he can now claim a Texas pedigree.
He also carried a Winchester Model 70 in 6.5x55 for
the longer shots on Boar and Coyote. Dave Sturr
managed to take a Javie using his 300 Win Magnum
and Ellis Powell presented a solid hit to a nice sized
boar using a 30-06. He also put a Javie in the cooler.

The coyote hunter in the group, Kelly Cook, managed
to drop one of the dogs at 525 paces and then went on
to down several more at ranges from 75 to 250 yards.
Using a flat shooting Remington left handed 22-250 he
appeared to be on the money.

Several of the boars had to be tracked after the sun
went down. These boars did not immediately fall to a
single shot from the big bore rifles. Tracking them
after dark became an interesting proposition when you
remember all the evils that lurk in the brush. Tracking
required a good flashlight, lots of loud talking, high
stepping over downed branches and the ever present
grumbles when thorns or prickly pear cactus spines
invaded. As souvenirs of the outing several members
brought home imbedded cactus or thorn spines for
local retrieval. One other problem was the number of i -
ticks and fleas that were in the bush. Usually a good hot shower and some alcohol, rubbed on
externally, solved the problem.

The total number of deer seen during the hunt is hard to estimate. They were so plentiful that the
sight of one almost became ho-hum! On an average day each of the hunters reported seeing 50 to
100 deer. Initially the gang counted the number of deer seen. Since they had not dropped their
antlers the group started counting only bucks and still the numbers were phenomenal. Finally the
counts went to racks with no fewer than 6 points and the individual recorded counts still exceeded
10-25 mature bucks daily. Unfortunately the deer season ended the day before we got there
otherwise this tale would go on for hours.




The wintering population of Sand Hill Cranes provided some visual relief from the critters we
glassed for hours on end. This was my first sight of these birds and they seemed to rule the roost
so to speak. When they came in to feed everything along the trails and roads departed not to be
seen again until the birds were gone.

The conclusion and consensus of the group was a resounding yes when asked if we would go
back. Leaving the Washington area in the middle of an ice storm and arriving to hunt 3 hours
later in 80+ degree weather may have something to do with it; but when we saw the amount of
Free Ranging game on the Lazy R Ranch I think it was more than the weather! Perhaps it is the
half ton of pork that is now in local freezers or the thoughts of going back a second time----
especially in deer season!

For additional information please contact any of the VGCA gang for information or thoughts.
The ranch information :

Lazy R Ranch

Christopher Roswell

P.O Box 4787

Eagle Pass, TX 78853

Telephone: (830) 757-8215

E-Mail Christopher@lazyrhunts.com

One of the asides to the trip was that we got to see a restored WWII P-38 plane buzz the San
Antonio Airport and the return to land. What an inspiring site! A second aside would be a long
winded story about going into the WalMart in Eagle Pass with Gary to buy a large boat sized
cooler and having border patrol and their sniffer dogs check us out a second time just short of the
ranch! My, they do a great job and Senor Bokinsky and Holderman thank them.
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